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Chinese Beginners assessment task – reading and writing 
 
Language: Chinese Beginners  Target Group: HSC Course 

 

Mark:  20 
Weighting:  Reading –15% 
                          Writing – 5% 
 

Date due: Term 1 
 

Syllabus Topic:  
Education and work 
Holidays, travel and tourism 
Future plan and aspirations 
 

Component:  
Reading and writing 
 

Context: This task will be set after the students have completed the topics: Education and 

work; Holidays, travel and tourism; Future plans and aspirations.   
 

Task:  
Students will read two texts related to the topics listed above and respond to questions in 
English on the texts. For the second text, they will write a response in Chinese of 
approximately 100 characters. 
 

Outcomes to be assessed: 
A student: 
2.1  understands and interprets information in texts using a range of strategies 
2.2  conveys the gist of and identifies specific information in texts 
2.3  summarises the main points of a text 
2.4  draws conclusions from or justifies an opinion about a text 
2.5  identifies the purpose, context and audience of a text 
2.6  identifies and explains aspects of the cultures of Chinese-speaking communities in texts 
3.1  produces texts appropriate to audience, purpose and context 
3.2  structures and sequences ideas and information 
3.3  applies knowledge of diverse linguistic structures to convey information and express        

original ideas in Chinese 
 

Marking Criteria: 
Students will be assessed on their ability to: 

 demonstrate an understanding of the text  

 justify answers with supporting evidence from the text 

 demonstrate relevance of ideas, information or opinions 

 write texts appropriate to context, purpose and audience 

 sequence and structure information and ideas 

 demonstrate control of a range of vocabulary and language structures 
 

Feedback:  
Students will receive marks and written feedback on their responses using the criteria above. 
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Chinese Beginners - Reading and writing task  
 

 

Read the text then answer the questions that follow. 

 

Question 1 

 

Diary Entry 

 

彼得的日记 

 

二零零七年一月十九日   下大雪    

 

         啊！北京的冬天真冷，今天的气温是零下八度，还下了大雪。我们

去了天安门广场，我和朋友们在那里扔雪球，滑雪，玩得非常高兴。我是

第一次看到雪，多漂亮啊！我喜欢北京的冬天。 

 

        昨天，我们参观了北京的一所中学，学校很大，有三千多个学生。他

们早上六点起床，七点开始上课，晚上十点半才下课。一个星期要上六天

的课。回家还要做很多作业，没有时间玩。上课时，五十多人一个班，教

室里一点声音也没有，都是听老师一个人说呀说的。到十年级，还要考试

呢，考不上，就不能读高中了。澳洲的学校多不同呀，我们九点上学，三

点就下学了，一个班里最多有三十个学生，作业很少。上课时，学生和老

师一起讨论。我还是喜欢在悉尼读中学，不用每分每秒都在学习。有时间

做我喜欢的事情，我不喜欢考试，要是在中国，有可能考不上高中呢。 
 

 

Vocabulary 

扔  (to) throw 

参观  (to) visit   

讨论  (to) discuss 

秒  second 

要是  if 

         

 

 

 



                                  © State of New South Wales through the NSW Department of Education and Training   

                                  2008 http://www.curriculumsupport.education.nsw.gov.au/index.htm 

                                                                                                                                                                                            3 

 

 

 

                             Mark 

  

a) Why does Peter like winter in Beijing?      2 

 

_____________________________________________________________________ 

 

_____________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

b) Complete the following table.        4 

 

School What observations does Peter make about the school he visits in China 

and his school in Australia? 

In China  

 

In Australia   

 

 

 

 

c)  Why does Peter like school in Australia?                 4 

 

_____________________________________________________________________ 

 

_____________________________________________________________________ 

 

_____________________________________________________________________ 
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Question 2    
 

Email 

 

阿伦，你好！ 

 

你考试考得怎么样？这两天我怎么没看见你？ 

 

哎，我数学只得了七十分！心里很难受。 

 

我每天下学就在家里做功课，周末也在读书。可是……，考试时我太紧张

了，数学和物理都没考好，。晚上妈妈回来，我怎么跟她说呢？她一定很

失望。爸爸昨天从英国打来电话，问我的高考成绩，怎么办呀？爷爷和爸

爸都是医生，他们希望我读医科。可是我一点儿也不喜欢当医生，我只想

当小学老师，每天和小朋友们在一起多开心呢。 

  

你的父母多好啊！同意你学服装设计，你可以做自己有兴趣的工作。不用

每天从早到晚的读书。 

 

阿伦，今晚我要和爸爸、妈妈好好谈一谈，希望他们……。 

 

         大伟 
 

Vocabulary 

 

紧张  nervous 

失望  be disappointed  

服装设计 fashion design 

兴趣  interesting 

 

 

a)  What is David worried about?               2    

 

_____________________________________________________________________ 

 

_____________________________________________________________________ 
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b)  Describe the different attitudes of Davidôs and Alanôs parents  

            regarding their boysô future.        3 

 

_____________________________________________________________________ 

 

_____________________________________________________________________ 

 

_____________________________________________________________________ 

 

                

c)  Imagine you are David and have just talked to your parents. Now, write another  

email to your friend Alan expressing your feelings and opinions about the 

future. Your answer should be approximately 100 Chinese characters.  5 

 

 

 

 

_____________________________________________________________________ 

 

______________________________________________________________________ 

 

______________________________________________________________________ 

 

______________________________________________________________________ 

 

______________________________________________________________________ 

 

______________________________________________________________________ 

 

______________________________________________________________________ 

 

______________________________________________________________________ 

 

______________________________________________________________________ 

 

______________________________________________________________________ 
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Chinese Beginners - Reading and writing marking guidelines 
 

Question 1 

 
Part (a) 

 

 Outcomes assessed: 2.1, 2.2 

 

Marking Guidelines 

Criteria Marks 

Explains accurately why Peter likes winter in Beijing 2 

Provides some relevant information 1 

 

Sample answer:  

Peter likes winter in Beijing because heôs never seen snow before and thinks itôs beautiful. He 

also has the opportunity to throw snow balls and ski and has great fun. 

 

 

Part (b) 

 

Outcomes assessed: 2.1, 2.2, 2.3, 2.4, 2.6 

 

Marking Guidelines 

Criteria Marks 

Demonstrates a comprehensive understanding of the schools in 

China and Australia  

4 

Demonstrates an understanding of the schools in China and 

Australia 

2-3 

Provides some relevant information 1 

  

 

 

Sample answer: 

School What observations does Peter make about the school he visits in China 

and his school in Australia? 

In China There are over 3000 students and the school is very big. They study 

very hard and have a lot of homework and start early (7am) in the 

morning and finish at 10:30pm, six days per week. There are more than 

50 students in a class but no one talks and teaching is teacher-centred. 

In year 9, they have exams, they need to pass the exams to be able 

continue into year 10. 

In 

Australia  

Small class sizes, not more than 30 students in a class. They have less 

homework. In class, the teacher and students discuss the topics. 

Students start school at 9am and finish at 3pm.   
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Part (c) 

   

Outcomes assessed: 2.1, 2.2, 2.4, 2.5, 2.6 

 

Marking Guidelines 

Criteria Mark 

Demonstrates a sound understanding of Peterôs opinions 4 

Demonstrates some understanding of Peterôs opinions 2-3 

Provides some relevant information 1 

 

Sample answer: 

Peter likes school in Australia because he does not have to study every minute of the day so he has 

times to do what he likes to do. He doesnôt like exams. He thinks if he lived in China, he would not 

make it to Year 10 or higher grades (senior high school). 

 
Question 2 

 

Part (a) 
 

Outcomes assessed: 2.1, 2.2 

 

Marking Guidelines 

Criteria Marks 

Demonstrates a good understanding of  what David is worried 

about 

2 

Provides some relevant information 1 

 

Sample answer:  

Davidôs mathematics examination mark was only 70. He is worried that his parents will be 

upset.  

 

Part (b) 
 

Outcomes assessed: 2.1, 2.2, 2.3 

 

Marking Guidelines 

Criteria Marks 

Demonstrates a sound understanding of both Davidôs and Alanôs 

parentsô attitudes    

3 

Demonstrates some understanding of both Davidôs and Alanôs 

parentsô attitudes 

2 

Provides some relevant information 1 

 

Sample answer:  

Davidôs parents want him to study medicine, as both his father and grandfather are doctors.  

David wants to be a primary school teacher. Alan wishes to study fashion design and his  

parents agree with him and want him to do something that is of interest to him. 
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Part (c) 

 

Outcome assessed: 3.1, 3.2, 3.3 

 

Marking Guidelines 

Criteria Marks 

 communicates relevant ideas and information appropriate to 

audience, purpose and context 

 organises information and ideas coherently 

 applies knowledge of a variety of vocabulary, language structures 

and features relevant to the task 

5 

 communicates with some awareness of audience, purpose and 

      context 

 organises ideas and information 

 demonstrates knowledge of vocabulary, language structures and 

features 

3-4 

 demonstrates some understanding of the requirements of the task 

 demonstrates limited evidence of the ability to organise ideas 

 demonstrates elementary knowledge of vocabulary, language 

structures and features 

2 

 produces some comprehensible language related to the task 1 

 

 

 


