" Although you may not realise it now or even until next year when you have finished your HSC and you reflect on your school days, you have made a great choice in making Aboriginal Studies a part of your education. Although it seems like only yesterday that I was sitting in Mr. S………’s class taking Aboriginal Studies it was actually a year and a half ago. In this time however I have not forgotten how enjoyable and beneficial the class was nor have I forgotten the reason I took Aboriginal Studies and the surprise I got. I returned to K……. High School at the end of year ten after living in America for 2 years. On my return I was immediately given a pink form to fill in. This form listed all the subjects available to year 11 and 12 students and I was to tick the boxes of the subjects I wanted to take and return it ASAP, as all other students had already returned theirs. I knew little about the subjects being offered and what I did know came from my reliable peers and many of my choices were based on facts of who else was taking which classes. I remember coming to the line in which Aboriginal Studies was offered and thinking how boring. I didn’t really want to take any of the subjects on that line and ended up avoiding it. I ticked the Aboriginal Studies box right before I handed the form in based on my assumption that I would already know a lot of the content and I may find it to be easy. How wrong I was. Now 3 years later my sister and some of her friends and other up coming seniors are enjoying the course partly on my recommendation. I even choose to take Aboriginal Studies as an elective last year at university. So Aboriginal Studies has obviously had an impact on me. HSC Aboriginal Studies turned out to be very different to what I expected and proved to be a truly great experience and very beneficial thanks to my fine teachers. As you are aware we covered many topics and issues in this subject including everything from traditional Aboriginal lifestyle and culture to colonisation and the many implications it caused and still causes today for Indigenous Australians, to other contemporary issues such as self-determination, cultural expression and Reconciliation. Through learning about these topics and the many others included in Aboriginal Studies, students like myself are given the opportunity to gain a greater understanding of the unique and inspiring Indigenous culture in Australia with a special focus on our own local community. It is this education that enables us to identify and disregard stereotypes that have existed for many years and assist in depicting and promoting a more accurate image of Indigenous Australia. Equipped with the knowledge of past treatment of Aboriginal peoples students can also balance this new knowledge with their understanding of the British viewpoint to reach their own conclusions regarding the history of our nation. I am currently in my second year at the university of Wollongong were I am studying to become a primary teacher. The knowledge I have gained through Aboriginal Studies has been most beneficial for me both as a student at uni with assignments and engaging in learning in different subjects and as a future educator. Last year I had to take HSIE (Human Society & Its Environment). In this subject we were taken through the content that we would be teaching students in regards to the history of our country and thus the aboriginal perspective was brought in. Also in this subject the importance of bringing in an Aboriginal perspective in all areas of learning was stressed. A large portion of the students in my degree are mature age and were not given an education that included Aboriginal perspectives. Thus it was difficult and challenging at times for some of these students to put aside the education they had been brought up with and the views they had developed as a result, and accept many new perspectives presented in the course. This was the same in my Aboriginal Studies elective. Aboriginal issues, rights and perspectives are a big part of today’s society and especially in education, as people are asked to open their minds, accept and overcome differences and give recognition to the Indigenous people of Australia walking towards reconciliation. Because I have taken Aboriginal Studies at school it has been easier for me to do this and thus be more open minded to the views and perspective we are to teach as future educators and to learn and accept throughout my degree. In my opinion reconciliation begins with this education. So teachers who take on teaching Aboriginal Studies in high schools are taking steps toward making a difference in our society. And you as students who have chosen to take this subject are also playing a major role in the process of reconciliation. Because you will find that as you become more informed and educated in Aboriginal Studies you will inform and educate your friends, parents and the wider community. As a future educator it is also important for me to know and understand Aboriginal culture, heritage and issues in order to give my future students an accurate education that is not bias and to also help me understand students that I may teach that are Aboriginal. So taking Aboriginal Studies at High School has given me a head start. Not everyone wants to be a teacher though and not everyone will take future courses in Aboriginal Studies like I have, however Aboriginal Studies is still beneficial no matter what your plans are for the future. This is because Aboriginal Studies, is not only beneficial on an academic level but also on a social level. Because Aboriginal Studies is relatively new to education, there is no set text book, or study books like there is for some other subjects. Research in this subject can prove to be a little more challenging as it encourages students like my self to move away from the library and into the community, which is often a new and sometime daunting experience. As a student taking Aboriginal Studies you really have to get out in the community and speak to the real keepers of the knowledge, indigenous Australians. By doing so you quickly learn and develop PR skills, through finding ways of approaching new people, writing letters, making phone calls to unfamiliar people and finding out the frustrations of leaving messages and arranging meetings. For my major project in this class I focused on the Stolen generations. When meeting with some of the Aboriginal people that were kind enough and also brave enough o give me their time and knowledge I also had to be very careful as this topic like many other is very sensitive and difficult for Indigenous people to talk about. From this I learnt about being sensitive towards the complications in others lives and respect the problems that may suffer from today. As a result of these types of experiences students are also able to gain knowledge first hand. When information is gained this way it is more valuable and memorable and the kind that cannot be found in any textbook. Meeting indigenous people through this subject also helps to dismiss many false stereotypes, as students are given the opportunity to make their own informed judgement rather than those based on the opinions of others, which are sometimes views that have been passed down through generations and are based on uniformed opinions. This opportunity to practice these skills is one that I value as with the support of my teachers it has helped me to develop confidence in communication skills that I need now and will continue to develop in the future. Aboriginal Studies proved to be challenging thus rewarding, interesting and a beneficial experience in many ways for myself, my peers and will be for you and other future Aboriginal Studies students. Hopefully through subjects such as HSC Aboriginal Studies a clearer understanding of our past and future will be fostered and the promotion of an integral part of Australian culture continued. " Amy 

