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2004-7 HSC English

Standard course

Module C: Texts and Society

Elective 2: Ways of Living 

Sea Change

This is a teaching idea for 2004-7 HSC English and contributed by NSW English Teachers’ Association member, John Reid, English Head teacher at Barrenjoey High School. This teaching idea is designed to supplement the teacher’s own unit of work on the module and elective.

Media

Cox, Deb, SeaChange: Something Rich & Strange (Series 1: Episode 1, ‘Something Rich and Strange’, and Episode 2, ‘Full Fathom Five’), Australian Broadcasting Commission, 1998).

Refer to the Board of Studies website <http://www.boardofstudies.nsw.edu.au/syllabus_hsc/syllabus2000_liste.html#english> for ‘annotations of texts prescribed for the first time for the HSC 2004-2005’.

Elective description 

In this elective students will explore a variety of texts that deal with ways of living in contemporary society. The possibilities and choices for different ways of living and recreations enjoyed are shaped by personal, social, historical and cultural contexts. Students will respond to and compose a range of texts that demonstrate the different ways of living which are communicated and valued. They will examine the features of texts that show the knowledge, attitudes and beliefs relating to ways of living. 

(English Stage 6 Prescriptions 2004 and 2005 p.15)

Cultural context

· Texts
1. The Tempest (William Shakespeare)

There appear to be significant parallels between the characters, setting and plot of SeaChange and The Tempest. The Oxford Companion to English Literature gives us this partial summary of The Tempest:

‘Prospero, duke of Milan, ousted from his throne by his brother Antonio, and turned adrift on the sea with his child Miranda, has been cast upon a lonely island…. Prospero, by his knowledge of magic, has released various spirits (including Ariel) formerly imprisoned by the witch (Sycorax), and these now obey his orders. He also keeps in service the witch’s son Caliban, a misshapen monster, the sole inhabitant of the island…. All ends happily, for the ship (of the King of Naples) is magically restored and Prospero and the others prepare to leave the island, after Prospero has renounced his magical faculties.’

Consider the following:

	The Tempest
	SeaChange

	Prospero (a duke and magician) is unjustly accused by his brother and banished. The ship he and his daughter (Miranda) travel on is wrecked. 


	Laura Gibson misses out on her legal partnership, her son is expelled and her husband (who has been sleeping with her sister) is arrested for fraud.

	Prospero and his daughter end up on a lonely island.
	Laura and her son and daughter (Miranda) move to a small coastal town.



	Caliban inhabits the island. He has been described by critics as ‘a brute, a New World savage, a wildman, sensitive, ugly, attractive, pathetic, comic, frightening, the rightful owner of the island’.


	Diver Dan is a local who lives in small town (Pearl Bay).

What sort of person is Diver Dan?

How does he diverge further from the character of Caliban?

	Prospero becomes lord and master of the island. He controls the freedom of others such as Ariel and Caliban. He has the power to enforce his authority.


	Compare Laura’s role and position as the magistrate in Pearl Bay. How does Bob Jelly fit in?

	The play explores issues related to reconciliation, redemption, forgiveness and the use or abuse of power, loyalty and love.


	What issues are explored in SeaChange?


2. Utopia (Thomas More)

This supposedly perfect world imagined and described by Thomas More in the 16th Century, is a place Laura may have been happy to find!

3. The Mosquito Coast (Paul Theroux)

Allie Fox’s obsessive attempt to set up an alternative way of life for his family (after leaving the United States) ends in disaster.

Can you find other examples of ‘escapist’ literature?

· Psychology
When people make significant changes in their lives, one of the questions they should ask themselves is whether they are running away from something OR running to something. 

Which category do the SeaChange characters fit into?

What problems do the characters leave behind and what ones do they take with them?

What does the term ‘a fool’s paradise’ mean?

· Place Names
	If paradise doesn’t exist, we invent it!

· Runaway Bay

· Surfers Paradise

· Paradise Beach

· Summer Bay!

What other similar place names can you find on a map?


· Language
Shakespeare’s Ariel, the spirit of the air, of freedom, sings the following lines in Act 1 Scene 2 of The Tempest:

Full fathom five thy father lies; 

Of his bones are coral made; 

Those are pearls that were his eyes:

Nothing of him that doth fade

But doth suffer a sea-change
Into something rich and strange.

Is there more than coincidence in the fact that SeaChange is set in Pearl Bay? Or that Episode 1 is called Something Rich and Strange and Episode 2, Full Fathom Five?

	Add to these more general examples of the way we refer to sea-changes in our lives:

‘Make a fresh start’

‘Get away from it all’

‘Get out of the rat race’


· Concepts
· ‘New Australia’: An attempt by an Australian called William Lane to set up a perfect society in Paraguay in the 1890s. 

Find out what happened to the colony.

· Dreamworld (‘fun park’)

· ‘The Lucky Country’ (a widely held view of Australia in the 1950s-1970s)

· Getaway (television lifestyle show)

Walt Disney used to say that ‘Fantasyland was the happiest kingdom of them all’. To what extent are the SeaChange characters living in fantasyland?

Episode 1: Something Rich and Strange

Written by Andrew Knight

Directed by Michael Carson

· Action
	In just 24 hours, corporate lawyer Laura Gibson’s life is decimated. She is passed up for partnership, her son is expelled and she almost kills the family cat before discovering her husband has been arrested for fraud, squandering their life savings in the process…not to mention sleeping with her sister. Desperate to escape her life, Laura accepts a job as a magistrate of a small coastal town she has fond, ten year old memories of. Packing her kids into the station wagon, Laura heads to Pearl Bay only to find a half collapsed connecting bridge and laconic local, Diver Dan. On belated arrival, Laura discovers the ‘solitude’ beach house she bought, based on memory, is now a dilapidated shack in the middle of a caravan park. Yet, staring out across the spectacular view from her new home, Laura decides maybe Pearl Bay is worth a chance. 

<www.abc.net.au/seachange>



Refer to the above website for information related to character.

Episode 2: Full Fathom Five

Written by Deb Cox and Andrew Knight

Directed by Michael Carson

· Action

	Laura wishes her first days in Pearl Bay could be as idyllic as the scenery. As the kids struggle to survive with no television and Laura’s cooking, a lunch invitation to the Jelly house seems like a welcome distraction. But Bob Jelly’s motive is soon evident. Over Heather Jelly’s fastidiously prepared lunch, Bob is sure to let Laura know how much power he has over the townsfolk, including her predecessor, renowned drunk Harold Fitzwalter. It is Harold’s botched revenge plot against Bob that surfaces as Laura’s first case. As Laura struggles with the ethical implications of the trial, her court clerk seems more interested in the surf report. The Police prosecutor, Karen, is no help either, busy planning her fantasy wedding to Angus. The only thing distracting Laura from her professional crisis is the alluring Diver Dan, a handsome renaissance man who represents everything she is not – a relaxed, scruffy person who can cook.

<www.abc.net.au/seachange>



Teaching and learning activities
Choose one of the following statements as a starting point for an oral presentation about the issues we are being presented with in Episodes 1 and 2:

· ‘Value systems, lifestyle choices and possibilities of the characters’

· ‘Questions about contemporary urban and country, seaside living and family life’

Additional references
· ‘Who’s got the good life?’ (Sue Williams, Australian Good Taste). In this article a comparison of city and country life is made. The interviews that Sue Williams conducts with four families who have moved from city to country or vice versa, explores their sea change experiences.

· ‘Return to Pearl Bay’ (Anthony Dennis, Sydney Morning Herald). The underlying theme of the television series taps into the Australian fantasy of escaping city living for a better life.

· ‘Coastal retreats, artistic collaborations…’ (Sian Prior, Metro). Deb Cox, co-writer for the series, speaks candidly about her approach to writing.
· ‘Seachanges in imaginary communities’ (John Grech, Australian Screen Education). Grech discusses the ABC in terms of how it fosters Australian identity by acting as a mechanism for cultural reflection.
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