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SAMPLE ASSESSMENT TASK FOR DRAMA
Topic: Theatrical traditions and performance styles Weighting: 30%

Component: Theatrical traditions and performance styles Date due: Workshop: Week 8, Term 3
Written report: Week 10, Term 3

Context: This is the final assessment task for the preliminary drama course. It comes at the end of the preliminary
course and reflects the workshop and written components of internal assessment. This assessment
requires students to explore a theatrical tradition or performance style. Students will need to research
the form or style and then prepare a presentation that includes a performance as part of the task. It will
be assessed on the workshop presentation and the written report.

Outcomes to be assessed
The student:
P1.4: understands, manages and manipulates theatrical elements and elements of production, using them perceptively

and creatively
P1.6: demonstrates directorial and acting skills to communicate meaning through dramatic action
P2.6: appreciates the variety of styles, structures and techniques that can be used in making and shaping a performance
P3.3: analyses and synthesises research and experiences of dramatic and theatrical styles, traditions and movements

Task
Workshop or oral presentation (60%)
Students present a selected theatrical form or performance style, using a workshop that will include performance
examples. The performance examples should be used to explore the theatrical tradition or performance style. Therefore,
performance skills will not be assessed in this task. The workshop will go for up to 25 minutes and must include a
practical demonstration of the student’s chosen area. The presentation will include a seminar-style presentation, with
performance extracts to support students’ arguments. The performances may be by the student or by other members
of the class, directed by the student.

Written report (40%)
Students must demonstrate an understanding of the theatrical traditions and performance styles in their written
report. It is to be 600 words long and should incorporate diagrams, photographs or other graphical material to support
the written work (as appropriate).

Assessment criteria
You will be assessed on your ability to:

Workshop
• demonstrate your understanding of the form or style in your workshop presentation (P1.4, P1.6)
• communicate your ideas through your workshop (P2.6)
• demonstrate the theatrical forms or performance you have chosen through your workshop (P1.4)

Written
• understand and analyse  a theatrical tradition or performance style in a written report (P1.5)
• present your research in a clear and imaginative way (P3.3)

Marking guidelines: Workshop
The student demonstrates:
• Extensive knowledge, understanding and appreciation of theatrical elements or performance styles
• Imagination, flair and originality in conceptualising the workshop activity
• Complexity and dimension in the understanding and explanation of a theatrical form or style in the

workshop

The student demonstrates:
• High level knowledge, understanding and appreciation of theatrical traditions and performance styles
• High level flair and originality in conceptualising the workshop activity
• High level complexity and dimension, and understanding and explanation of theatrical form or style in

the workshop

The student demonstrates:
• Sound knowledge, understanding and appreciation of theatrical traditions and performance styles
• A reasonable attempt to conceptualise the areas of the workshop activity
• Some complexity and dimensions in the understanding of theatrical form or style in parts of the workshop

Mark

51-60

41-50

31-40

This task will need to be
held over a number of
sessions depending on
the size of the class.

The two tasks reflect the weightings of 60% workshop and 40%
written. The written task will be submitted after the workshop
and should support the learning in the workshop task.

The criteria reflect the
outcomes and are
suited to the task.
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The student demonstrates:
• Basic knowledge, understanding and appreciation of theatrical traditions and performance styles
• A basic attempt to conceptualise the area in a workshop activity
• A limited understanding of theatrical form or style

The student demonstrates:
• Limited knowledge, understanding and appreciation of theatrical traditions and performance styles
• Little attempt to explore the area in a workshop activity
• Little understanding of theatrical form or style

Marking guidelines: Written task

The student demonstrates:
• Application of research and analysis to develop a deep understanding and detailed written response
• Imagination, flair and originality in conceptualising the written response

The student demonstrates:
• Application of research and analysis to develop some understanding and a substantial written response
• Substantial flair and originality in conceptualising the written response

The student demonstrates:
• Research and analysis to develop understanding in an adequate written response
• An ability to comment on theatrical traditions and performance styles.

The student demonstrates:
• Limited research and analysis to develop an understanding in a written response
• A limited ability to comment on theatrical traditions and performance styles.

The student demonstrates:
• Limited research and analysis, with little understanding in a written response
• Little ability to reflect on theatrical traditions and performance styles.
• Minimal work

Mark

31-40

21-30

11-20

6-10

1-5

21-30

1-20

The marking guidelines may be
provided to students and used to
provide student feedback.
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