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Term 1, 2008 

Bayabangun 
Ngurrawa - the 2007 
NSW Aboriginal 
Languages Forum 
 
Above: The Director-
General, Michael Coutts-
Trotter, discusses the 
draft Dhanggati grammar 
and dictionary with Aunty 
Esther Quinlan and 
linguist Amanda 
Lissarague. 
 
Right: Brown Sugar 
dancers, Nezmia Hay and 
Fiona Webb dance at the 

opening ceremony. 
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Aboriginal Languages newsletter 

Dear colleagues, 

 

Welcome back!  2007 now seems like the distant past but memories of Bayabangun Ngurrawa-the 

NSW Aboriginal Languages Forum are still vivid.  Sponsored by the NSW Department of 

Aboriginal Affairs, in conjunction with Muurrbay Aboriginal Language and Culture Co-op, the 

Office of the Board of Studies NSW and us at the NSW Department of Education and Training, this 

was a wonderful opportunity which brought together community and educators working on 

Aboriginal languages.  

 

If you missed out on the Forum, or if you attended and would like to participate in something 

similar, another major event is being planned for 2008.  In July there will be a three-day 

conference/workshop in Indigenous Languages at the University of Sydney, as part of Lingfest 

2008.  Details and forms can be found at the end of this bulletin. For updated information on this 

check their website:  http://www.lingfest.arts.usyd.edu.au/  The Indigenous Languages segment of 

Lingfest  is being co-organised by a committee from the Department of Education and Training and 

the Office of the Board of Studies, as well as Sydney University and the Australian National 

University. By bringing together resources from a number of institutions, we are able to offer wider 

opportunities to deepen our understanding of Aboriginal languages. At the Indigenous Languages 

Institute there will be presenters from all parts of Australia, and possibly overseas too.  

 

I recently went to Ngapartji-Ngapartji, one 

of the events of the Festival of Sydney.  

The play started with Trevor Jamieson and 

other cast members teaching the audience 

to sing óHead and shoulders, knees and 

toesô in Pitjantjatjara.  As one review says, 

óNgapartji Ngapartji tells the story of 

Jamiesonôs family and how they were 

moved off their lands to make way for 

British atomic bombs to be tested at 

Maralinga. It also touches on stories of 

Hiroshima, the servicemen at Maralinga    

who were guinea pigs for the British 

Ngapartji-Ngapartji at Sydney festival photo: Heidrun Lohr             scientists and a cloud of radioactive dust 

that blew over Adelaide, where future British Prime Minister Tony Blair was living as a child. The 

point being, that we are all connected and this was an injury that was done to us all.ô (Sunday Times 

4/6/2007)  It was so encouraging to attend a major and very successful theatrical event which not 

only was partly in an Aboriginal language but where the (mainly non-Aboriginal) audience was 

invited to learn that language. Indeed, the Ngapartji-Nganpartji team even offers an online 

Pitjantjatjara course and apparently Jenny Macklin, the Minister for Indigenous Affairs, has signed 

up to it.  

 

Warm regards,  

Mari 
To the best of my knowledge, the websites and books listed on the following pages contain no controversial materials or 
links.  However, it is always best to check these for yourself before recommending them to students. Permission for all 
images and works included in this document has been given. 

http://www.lingfest.arts.usyd.edu.au/
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Bayabangun Ngurrawa-the NSW Aboriginal 
Languages Forum  

This event brought together community members, educators and linguists involved in Aboriginal 

languages from around NSW.  It was a great opportunity that brought together around a hundred 

people to talk and think about Aboriginal 

languages.  The event ran over three days 

and included sessions on Aboriginal 

languages and songs, community 

partnerships and planning, teaching 

resources and linguistic issues.  After a 

morning learning about policy and strategy, 

the afternoon of the first day saw everyone 

learning to sing in Indonesian with 

Margaret Bradley, (Music Consultant at the 

Curriculum K-12 Directorate) 

demonstrating the usefulness of song in 

language-learning. After this, Matthew 

Doyle led everyone in a Dharawal welcome 

song to the accompaniment of clapsticks.  
Matthew Doyle leads participants in singing 

A highlight of the second day was the opportunity for members of language teams from a number 

of schools and other organisations to demonstrate and share teaching resources. Robynne Quiggin 

spoke about intellectual property and copyright and there was a session on technology by the 

Awabukarl Cultural Resources 

Centre. On the last day, the first part 

of the morning was devoted to 

presentations about the grammar of 

NSW languages. Later the 

participants split into groups to 

discuss how to strengthen languages 

through education. On each day, 

David Prosser from Muurrbay 

expertly performed his duties as 

Master of Ceremonies.  

 

 There were also numerous optional 

excursions. On the first day an 

excursion to Paradisec (Digital 

preservation and access to 

endangered language and music archives) Julie Long, Amanda Lissarague and David Prosser from Muurrbay 

where participants were able to learn more about how to record and store language recordings.  

During a visit to the Mitchell Library, people were given a presentation about the collection of 

NSW language materials held at the library. On the final day there was an opportunity to visit an 

exhibition of photographs at the NSW State Records, In Living Memory. This is a poignant 


