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6.	   Student item/participation





7.    Message /Talk





8.	Song/s





10.	 Prayers





Student 1





(An opportunity for prayers related to participating schools)





Student 2





Loving God, today we are celebrating public education. We ask you to bless all of the people who help provide the ways to increase knowledge in our school, especially our teachers. Thank you too for those who help us grow wise. Thank you to our  office staff, cleaners, canteen helpers, chaplains, scripture teachers, community helpers and our parents.  Please help us to be responsible and show respect towards everybody in our school community. Help us to care for other students in our school.  Amen





Student 3





Merciful God, we pray for students in NSW schools, that through all that we learn we will develop respect for the right of other people to have different beliefs, ideals and ways of doing things, within the laws of our country. Help us to follow in the footsteps of Jesus who showed us how to treat all people with acceptance and dignity. Give us courage to use the knowledge we gain wisely and for the benefit of all. Amen.








Closing





Jesus answered: Love the Lord your God with all your heart, soul, and mind. This is the first and most important commandment.  The second most important commandment is like this one.  And it is, "Love others as much as you love yourself." (Matthew Chapter 22: verses 37 and 39, NIV). 
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ORDER OF SERVICE





1.	Welcome





2.	Song





3.	Introduction





Public schools are committed to the best education for every student.  Public schools are committed to teaching about our world, its people and how we can live together in peace and harmony. The theme for Education Week 2010 is Learning for Sustainability – NSW Public Schools: Leading the way.  An important part of teaching and learning in public schools is developing skills to challenge stereotypes and myths, and to make positive changes, which will benefit ourselves and those around us. Students are encouraged to strive for their best, to accept challenges, and reach new levels of achievement, and skills that will sustain them through life.





As we come to celebrate the great impact our public schools have on society and the learning that happens in them, let’s hear some words written in a book that learned people have valued for thousands of years for the wisdom it offers.





Reading from Proverbs 1:





2 Proverbs will teach you wisdom and self-control and how to understand sayings with deep meanings. 3 You will learn what is right and honest and fair. 4 From these, an ordinary person can learn to be smart, and young people can gain knowledge and good sense.


5 If you are already wise, you will become even wiser. And if you are smart, you will learn to understand 6 proverbs and sayings, as well as words of wisdom and all kinds of riddles.


7 Respect and obey the Lord! This is the beginning of knowledge. Only a fool rejects wisdom and good advice.





Contemporary English Version (CEV) Copyright © 1995 by American Bible Society





Knowledge is something to be highly valued. Knowing things is important in our community. Learning in NSW Schools in the past 200 years has led to some remarkable discoveries. (See additional notes for examples)





Knowledge is valuable and using this knowledge to help us understand things more deeply, the right and best things to do and doing them, helps us develop wisdom. This is what makes our school communities and society good places to live, places that are safe and fair. 











4. Opening Prayer





Loving God, we pray today that we can learn more about your Son Jesus as we read the Bible and hear about how much you love us all.  Give us new insights into what it means to care for others, to treat them fairly and properly, especially those who have different ways of thinking, behaving and speaking. Help us to learn to love as Jesus does. Amen





5.	Bible Reading  





One of the wisest people to ever walk this earth was Jesus. He lived over 2000 years ago but the things he said are still valued by people today all over the world who try to live the way Jesus said, making them wise too.





One of Jesus’ sayings is so valuable it is known as the ‘Golden Rule’. It is recorded in the Bible together with Jesus’ other saying. Here is what some of them say:





Reading from a selection of verses from Matthew Chapters 5 and 7: (NIV)


     5:17


"Do not think that I have come to abolish the Law or the Prophets; I have not come to abolish them but to fulfil them.”





5:43-48


43 "You have heard that it was said, 'Love your neighbour and hate your enemy.' 44 But I tell you: Love your enemies and pray for those who persecute you, 45 that you may be sons of your Father in heaven. He causes his sun to rise on the evil and the good, and sends rain on the righteous and the unrighteous. 46 If you love those who love you, what reward will you get? Are not even the tax collectors doing that? 47 And if you greet only your brothers, what are you doing more than others? Do not even pagans do that? 48 Be perfect, therefore, as your heavenly Father is perfect.


     


7:14


“ … in everything, do to others what you would have them do to you, for this sums up the Law and the Prophets.”





Teachers’ note 


Similar ways of explaining this way of living in the world can be found in many faith traditions. There are additional notes available on the website to be used in a multi-faith service.











 








