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Workshop 3

Procedure

Slides and
materials

Time

Acknowledgement of Country
Welcome and overview

Workshop 3 will investigate the literacy expectations of
syllabus documents and assessments. The workshop explores
supporting students to write effectively and using speaking and
listening for learning.

Display Slide 2 with the workshop outcomes. Explain that the
workshop will develop:

+ understanding of the literacy demands of a KLA across
Stages 3-4 by

- investigating literacy requirements in NSW syllabuses.

« understanding of how to use assessment information to
include literacy teaching in classroom practice by

- looking at writing work samples
- exploring information available in the SMART package.

« understanding of some explicit literacy teaching required to
address syllabus outcomes by

- learning about aspects of teaching literacy in NSW

- looking at some teaching sequences for writing in
Stage 3.

Workshop 3 of the Early Career Teacher Induction: Literacy middle
years course addresses the teaching standards listed on Slide 3.
This course is a registered professional learning course.

Slide 1

Slide 2

Slide 3

10

Literacy expectations of the KLA syllabus documents

Prior to the workshop, prepare copies of Stage 4 outcomes and
Stage 3 Foundation Statements relevant to faculties of teachers
attending the workshop. These are available for downloading
from the Curriculum K-12 website at
<http://www.curriculumsupport.education.nsw.gov.au/
policies/literacy/prolearn/index.htm>.

Display Slide 4 and refer participants to Handout 1 in
Participant’s booklet. Participants will move into KLA groups
(primary teachers decide on a KLA) and refer to the relevant
Stage 3 Foundation statement for the relevant KLA and Stage

4 outcomes for the KLA to identify aspects of literacy. This
information is to be recorded on Handout 1. A sample response
for Handout 1 is included in the Presenter’s notes.

Display Slide 5, reminding participants about the link between
achievement of syllabus standards with literacy teaching. Slide
6 states key massages from the approach to teaching literacy in
NSW which will be covered in this session.

Slide 4
Handout 1

Participant’s
booklet p. 3

Slides 5-6

20
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Slides and
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Gathering evidence: looking at school, state-wide and
national data.

Explain to participants that this part of the workshop will
support teachers to find out what their students already know
about, and can do in writing.

Between-session task: writing work samples

Ask participants to refer to Handout 2 in their booklet (another
copy of Handout 4 from Workshop 2) to support discussion
about the writing samples they have brought. The handout
provides a structure to look at some key aspects of student
writing.

Have participants form small groups to share the writing
samples they have collected in the between session task, and
their prepared information about the task and purpose of
writing. Assist participants to allocate time evenly between
each teacher’s work samples, and ask participants to record
comments on Handout 2. Remind participants to be respectful
of student work, and the work of their colleagues.

Display Slide 7 to summarise their ideas after looking at the
work samples. At the end of the analysis time, ask participants
to share:

« some aspects of writing they felt students achieved well
« areas of need in their student’s writing.

Explain that work samples are one of a number of information
sources about student literacy achievement.

The SMART package, referred to in workshop 1, includes
detailed information about student literacy achievement from
state and national literacy tests.

Between-session task: SMART data

Ask participants to talk about their between session task
looking at the SMART data package for their school. Remind
participants they are able to talk about the kind of information
available for teachers in the package, but it is not appropriate
to talk about individual students by name, or discuss details of
school data with the group without Principal permission.

Discuss how this analysis can be the basis of future teaching,
for example if locating information is a literacy target, then this
could be the focus of teaching for students across KLAs.

Handout 2

Participant’s
booklet p. 4

Slide 7

45
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Display Slide 8 and summarise this section about assessment.
Allow time for participants to read the extract on the slide.
Australian research into the middle years of schooling has
identified disconnection between curriculum, pedagogy and
assessment in the middle years. Another way of saying this
could be that what we teach (from syllabus) is what we assess —
what is assessed is what has been taught.

Looking at work samples and accessing information from the
SMART package provides information about student literacy
achievement. This information forms the basis of teaching that
responds to student need.

Slide 8

10

Explicit, systematic, balanced and integrated

Display Slide 9 to introduce literacy teaching in NSW. Literacy
teaching should be explicit, systematic, balanced and
integrated. Emphasise that literacy is the responibility of all
teachers, K-12, and taught in the context of student learning in
all subjects.

Display Slides 10-13 to outline how explicit, systematic,
balanced and integrated relate to literacy teaching.

Ask participants to form groups of four.

Refer them to Handout 3 in the Participant’s booklet with a copy
of the slides on explicit, systematic, balanced and integrated, and
a table of learning experiences.

Participants are to decide on a heading for each column of
activities: explicit, systematic, balanced, or integrated using the
information provided on the slides.

Discuss the process with the whole group. Acknowledge that
some descriptors could fit under more than one heading, as all
four qualities are linked. A sample response is for Handout 3
included in the Presenter’s notes.

Slide 9

Slides 10-13

Handout 3
Participant’s
booklet

pp. 5-6
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Assessment and teaching

Remind participants that in the NSW standards referenced
approach to teaching, learning and programming, student
achievement is judged against age-appropriate syllabus
outcomes. It is therefore of high importance that teacher
judgements be consistent — between KLAs and year classes, and
from year to year.

Explain to participants that NSW Department of Education
and the Board of Studies promote consistency of teacher
judgement by developing student work samples as reference
points for stage appropriate achievement, for example
Classroom Assessment Resource Stage 2 and 3; http://www.
arcboardofstudies.nsw.edu.au.

Teaching and assessing writing

Ask participants to think about a current topic they are
teaching, and an issue that allows room for argument, critical
assessment or persuasion, e.g. impact of Australian stereotypes
(HSIE Stage 3); evaluating an historical source (History Stage 4).
Suggest that they keep their issue in mind during the next
segment.

Direct participants to Handout 4 in the Participant’s booklet is
with an extract from the Stage 3 Classroom Assessment Manual.
Walk them through the handout, referring to Slides 14-16 and
allowing time to skim read with particular attention to pages
91, 93,97-100.

Slide 14 pp. 91-93

+ teaching and learning focus

+ outcomes addressed by the task

- directions for administering the task.
Slide 15 pp. 94-98

« outcomes and indicators (Encourage participants to look at
Stage 3 outcomes first to find what students can already do.)

+ links to ESL outcomes
-« early Stage 3 work samples

« directions for teaching and learning — note the modelled,
guided and independent phases.

Slide 16 pp. 99-100
- later Stage 3 work sample

- directions for teaching and learning - note the modelled,
guided and independent phases.

Handout 4

Participant’s
booklets
pp.7-16

Slides 14-16
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Ask participants to refer to Handout 4 and discuss with a
partner:
1. the main differences between the early and later Stage 3

student work samples provided
2. the different follow up teaching activities suggested

during the modelled, guided and independent phases of

construction for each work sample
3. how well would this teaching and assessment sequence suit

the topic/concept they are teaching in their class.
Between session task Participant’s 5
Ask participants to select a learning experience from the booklet
modelled teaching or guided teaching sections in Handout 4 p-16
that they could use or adapt as part of their lessons and report
back next workshop.
Reflection Handout 5 5
Direct participants to Handout 5 in the Participant’s Booklet and | Participant’s
allow time for them to complete the reflection page. bo1o7klet

p.
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Sample responses Handout 1 Workshop 3

Handout 1

Literacy in NSW syllabus documents

Literacy is the ability to understand and evaluate meaning through reading and writing,

listening and speaking, viewing and representing. Literacy K-12 Policy

reading | writing listening | speaking viewing | representing
KLA: Vv Vv
PDHPE
Tick if this
area of
literacy
is used
in your
subject
Record GDS1.9/2.9/3.9 GDS1.9/2.9/3.9
which IRES1.11/1.11/2.11 IRES1.11/1.11/2.11
outcomes /311
or /3.1
sections of Prs 2127312 PHS 2.12/3.12
the stage SLS2.13/3.13
statement SLS2.13/3.13
indicate ALS2.6 ALS2.6
this aspect COES1.1/1.1/2.1/
of literacy i COES1.1/1.1/2.1/
' 3.1
DMES1.2/1.2
DMES1.2/1.2
4.6
INES1.3/2.3
4.7
4.1
4.8
4.2
49
43
4.10
4.6
4.11
4.7
4.8
49
4.10
4.11

neats C
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